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Fedyszyn: International Security: An Analytical Survey,

political administrations? Why does the
Israeli experience offer solutions for a
way ahead? The Counter-Terrorism Puzzle provides the answers.
To paraphrase the author, the book is
intended to serve as a guide to the perplexed, a tool for decision makers at all
levels of government, industry, military,
police, academics, and the public at
large. Ganor succeeds in this intention.
The book is highly recommended for all
readers in his intended audience.
JEFFREY H. NORWITZ

Naval War College

Sheehan, Michael. International Security: An Analytical Survey. Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner,
2005. 199pp. $49.95

National security students and practitioners commonly dive into esoteric debates on the merits of various grand
strategies and foreign policies, having
spent little or no time pondering the
contemporary meaning of the term that
drives the discussion—“security.”
Michael Sheehan, professor of international relations at Swansea University in
the United Kingdom, and author of a
number of authoritative texts on related
subjects, was driven to write this book
by a felt need to shed more light on this
“contested concept.” International Security does an admirable job of illustrating the myriad ways in which scholars
have used the term since the advent of
the discipline. More significantly,
Sheehan offers thoughtful commentary
on how contemporary scholars should
take into account new forces in international relations that demand broader
thinking on “security.”
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The book’s main challenge is to develop
some consensus as to what constitutes a
security issue. If considered broadly,
anything that affects the well-being of
humans might be included, but so inclusive a discourse might be meaningless.
Sheehan sides with those who propose to
limit the debate to the human-inspired
dangers of a life-threatening nature to
collectives. Thus all traditional military
threats are counted, along with global
warming (but not earthquakes) and the
Kosovo genocide of 1999 (but not the
disappearance of the Gaelic tongue).
This system works.
After a clear and understandable discussion of security as initially set forth by the
realist school of international relations,
Sheehan devotes a chapter to each of the
elements of what he calls today’s “broader
agenda” of security: security communities, economic, societal, environmental,
gender, postmodern, and critical security.
In each case, he draws on the seminal articles and arguments for each element
and then offers his personal critique of
what each adds to the debate.
Sheehan makes it clear that all of these
schools are reactions to realism and
that each new element of the “broader
agenda” offers its antidote to the traditional perspective of viewing states,
rather than individuals, as the consumers of the benefits of security. However,
he insightfully shows that each element
itself has an element of realist thinking.
That is, ameliorating the tensions
caused by intrasocietal (tribal) rivalries
not only reduces danger to the people
but also advances the relative power of
the state by showcasing its stability. The
case is equally well made for economic
and environmental policies. Sheehan is
at his best, however, when he illustrates
in each chapter how these new topics go
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beyond this obsession with the state
and military power and contribute to
the development of what is now commonly called human security.
Unfortunately, many of his observations and conclusions are both obvious
and repetitive. He chides the realist
(and neorealist) school in nearly every
chapter of the survey for being mesmerized by the military, statist, and power
correlates of security. The first of his
several suggestions that the world had
changed markedly since the end of the
Cold War should have sufficed. His thesis that individuals as well as states
must be the referents of security can be
found in every chapter.
While the book has an academic tone
and is well footnoted, it remains readily
digestible for the layman. It is particularly well suited for midcareer national
security professionals embarking on the
study of national security issues, since it
will induce them to develop personal
interpretations of the meaning of international security. Our national security
establishment needs more of this.
TOM FEDYSZYN

Naval War College

Moore, John Norton, and Robert F. Turner. National Security Law, Second Edition. Durham, N.C.:
Carolina Academic, 2005. 1,424pp. $110

In 1990 John Norton Moore and Robert
F. Turner, along with Frederick S.
Tipson, published a National Security
Law casebook covering a “new field in
American law and legal education,” a
work designed for “use in law schools,
advanced degree programs in international relations and national security,
and the nation’s war colleges and
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service academies—as well as to serve as
a handy desk reference for professionals
and practitioners.”
Since the publication of that first edition the U.S. national security landscape
has undergone a radical transformation. Over the last fifteen years the
United States has been to war in the
Persian Gulf, Europe, and Afghanistan.
Moreover, the world has witnessed
mass executions in the name of ethnic
strife in Africa and Europe, the onset of
the “information age,” the rise of China
as a military and economic power, an
increased proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, and a tremendous
surge in non-state-sponsored terrorism.
Perhaps the most critical turning point
relevant to U.S. national security law was
11 September 2001, when the radical
Islamist terrorist group al-Qa‘ida killed
thousands of American civilians. The resulting U.S.-led Global War on Terrorism has redefined how Washington and
Americans view national security.
Not surprisingly, the turbulent nature of
the post–Cold War and post-9/11 eras led
to a significant evolution in the now established field of national security law.
Moore and Turner have gone to great
lengths to create in the second edition of
National Security Law an up-to-date casebook that covers not only the fundamentals of national security law but also new
areas in the law that are burgeoning as we
enter the twenty-first century. The authors have assembled some of the world’s
leading experts in their respective fields of
law and policy. Most notably, they place a
clear emphasis on national security issues
that have arisen in the post–Cold War
era. In addition to adding several new
chapters, such as “Domestic Terrorism,”
“Information Warfare,” “Homeland Security,” “Outer Space Law,” “Drugs as a
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